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1  O the Honourable Court of Directors of the Honourable United East
India Company.
Fort William $rd November 1783.
Honourable Sirs,
[i]    I humbly and earnestly solicit your favourable attention to the
enclosed letter addressed to me for the purpose, as I understand, of a
reference to your Honourable Court, from Munney Beegum, the principal
widow of the Nabob Meer Mohummud Jaffer Khawn, and once the direc-
tress of his household.    This  introduction  to your  notice I  have fre-
quently promised to give to her claims, and I reluctantly yield to the
obligation which her present solicitation, grounded on my engagement,
imposes on me to present them at a time, which on many accounts, I fear
may prove unpropitious to them.   But the pressure of severe necessity will
not always wait the delays which policy may recommend for the better
assurance of success, and many years of her life have elapsed since she
first looked to your justice and benevolence for the alleviation of her
sufferings.   These are not to be conceived by those who have not a near
acquaintance with the modes of female life in those countries, where the
religion of Mahomed prevails; and among women of the most elevated
rank, hers is of that estimation in these provinces.    Her education, and
the confidence of her deceased husband were the causes of her being
placed, by his appointment, in the charge of his family.    How she was
removed from it, [her] letter mentions, but delicately suppresses the indig-
nities which attended her privation of authority.   You Hon'ble Sir, will
easily turn to their places on our records, and will remember without any
reference the general  subject of them.    You will  also remember,  how
unfortunately for her ease, interest and dignity, I made her the instrument
of effecting the regulations which formed the substance of your first com-
mands to me, on my accession to the office of President, under the former
and ancient system of your Government; I hope I shall not transgress the
lines of humility in claiming some merit with your Hon'ble Court, and a
return yet due to me, for the scrupulous and studied obedience which I
paid to those commands.   I was, by private letters received at the same
time with them, assured that it was suspected generally that I should elude
the performance of them.   I performed them most literally, and drew
upon me, by it, a host of enemies, supported even in the place where my
fidelity merited a more generous treatment.    She too became the victim
of your policy and of the resentments which succeeded.   Something too
she owed of the source of her misfortunes to the belief of the personal
gratitude which she might entertain for the public attentions which I had
shewn to her, yet exposed as she was to a treatment which a ruffian would
have shuddered at committing, and which no recollection of past enmities
shall impell me to believe, even for a moment, proceeded from any com-
mission of authority, she still maintained the decorum of her character,
nor even then, nor before, nor since that period, has the malice of calumny
ever dared to breathe on her reputation.